SCHOLARSHIP/LOAN APPLICATION

For the

MEMORIAL EDUCATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

First United Methodist Church of Coral Gables

536 Coral Way

Coral Gables, Florida  33134

History:

Origin and Purpose of the Memorial Education Assistance Program


The First United Methodist Church of Coral Gables established a scholarship program for Christian youth in 1955.  Initially, the program provided scholarships only for students wishing to enter full-time professional church careers.  Later, the program was broadened to include loans for Christians with financial needs for study in other career areas.


In 1971, the program was transformed into a loan program as costs of higher education mounted and more students were entering college.  Loans, without interest, could be approved in any subject field, including college as well as graduate and special study programs beyond high school.  A special “forgiveness” clause was included for those loan recipients who entered full-time professional United Methodist Church careers for one or more full years of employment.


The continuing purpose of the Memorial Education Assistance Program is to give financial assistance to as many Christians as possible to continue their education beyond high school.  “Forgiveness” of loans under the Memorial Education Assistance Program is available for students preparing for and subsequently entering full-time ordained or diaconal ministries in the United Methodist Church.  It is hoped that all students receiving assistance from this program will comprehend the circular nature of Christian sharing and will be conscientious in the repayment of their loans.  If students receiving scholarships/loans understand the spirit of this educational assistance program, scholarship/loan recipients of the future will feel the helping concern of past scholarship/loan scholars as well as that of the members of the congregation.  


The exact amount of the scholarship/loan may vary each year.  The award shall be determined by the program Committee’s careful review of the application, the amount of funds available and the number of requests for assistance.  In addition, the total amount of a student’s outstanding FUMCCG loans will be considered by the Committee when additional money is requested.
